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Executive Summary

The Incorporation Guidelines are a result of legislation signed in 2000, which established
a process for the creation of statewide guidelines. While the Cortese-Knox Act, the law
governing Local Agency Formation Commissions (LAFCOs), had always specified minimum
procedures and requirements for incorporation proposals, there were variations among
the 58 LAFCOs in processing, content and requirements. Many LAFCOs and incorporation
proponents developed a set of “best practices” which, while shared as much as possible,
were not always widely disseminated. The intent of the guidelines is to gather these best
practices and summarize existing legal requirements into minimum statewide guidelines.
The Incorporation Guidelines are advisory and each LAFCO may adopt supplemental
policies and procedures.

One of the biggest challenges to any incorporation proposal is readily available
information. The Incorporation Guidelines provide easy to read information for citizens,
for agencies and for proponents about the incorporation process, its timelines, and likely
costs. A short “Primer” is included in the appendices to the Incorporation Guidelines,
which provides a generalized overview of the entire incorporation process with common
sense suggestions gathered from incorporation veterans. The Primer is short enough for
LAFCOs and incorporation proponents to easily copy, fax and/or email.

However, incorporation is a complex process that must meet legal requirements.
Therefore, the main body of the Incorporation Guidelines provides a step-by-step process,
with hyperlinks to the relevant Government Code Sections, for those groups and
individuals actively engaged in an incorporation. In particular, the Incorporation
Guidelines include detailed information and examples about the type of information that
should be included in the comprehensive fiscal analysis (CFA). The Incorporation
Guidelines also include a suggested process to address the legal requirement of ensuring
that incorporations are “revenue neutral”.

Thorough preparation is essential for an incorporation. The first section of the
Incorporation Guidelines includes recommendations gathered from the workshops and
Task Force meetings for potential incorporation proponents, for LAFCOs, and for other
affected agencies regarding the efforts that must precede initiating an incorporation
proposal. It includes information for proponents about consulting with LAFCO to avoid
potential pitfalls, the use of consultants and investigating alternatives to an
incorporation. LAFCOs are encouraged to begin their preparation for an incorporation
before a proposal is even submitted.

The determination of the possible fiscal feasibility of an incorporation has also been a
challenge. Preparation of a CFA is expensive and if the proposed incorporation is
infeasible, many proponents feel their efforts and money have been wasted. The
Incorporation Guidelines contain a recommended “initial fiscal feasibility review” which
is designed to help incorporation proponents decide whether to continue with an
incorporation effort. The initial fiscal feasibility review only provides a one-year
“snapshot” of some of a community’s financial assets and liabilities—it should never be
used as a basis for a CFA which includes more comprehensive analysis of potential
revenues and expenditures.
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Initiating an incorporation is, in itself, a complex process with tight time limits and
various legal requirements for processing and collecting signatures. The process, legal
requirements and time limits for initiating an incorporation are described in Section Ill.
As throughout the entire Incorporation Guidelines, hints from incorporation veterans have
been included to help make the initiation process easier.

All incorporation proponents must prepare an application and while the specific
requirements of various LAFCOs differ, there are certain basic requirements for all
incorporation applications. Preparing an application to be submitted to LAFCO also
requires payment of fees and the Incorporation Guidelines, Section IV, includes
information regarding the probable costs of an incorporation application.

The review and analysis by LAFCO staff of an incorporation application is detailed and
exhaustive as required by law. Section V, “Reviewing the Application: LAFCO Staff
Analysis,” contains detailed descriptions of the financial information which needs to be
included in a CFA. This section of the Incorporation Guidelines also includes information
about revenue neutrality, recommends a sample process and discusses what data should
be included (or not) in the ensuing revenue neutrality calculations. Section V also
discusses the environmental review process for an incorporation.

All incorporations must be heard in public hearings and, if approved, must follow a legally
defined process for a Conducting Authority hearing, elections and the final steps in the
creation of a new city. These steps are also described in the last sections of the
Incorporation Guidelines.

Finally, the Incorporation Guidelines also contain some basic information and sources of
help for newly incorporated cities. LAFCOQO’s involvement in incorporation ends after a
successful election but some information has been included to assist newly incorporated
cities in making a transition to full municipal status. However, new cities should rely on
their legal counsel and staff for more complete and updated information.

The Appendices (Section XI) contain sample forms and notices as well as the Primer.

Existing law requires each LAFCO to adopt written policies and procedures which may
augment and supplement these Incorporation Guidelines. Incorporation proponents are
strongly urged to consult with LAFCO in their own county to get copies of local policies
and procedures.

The Incorporation Guidelines are available in PDF format that contains electronic links to
the appropriate California Government Code sections. Clicking on the links will move the
user to the appropriate section of the Government Code. The entire electronic file
containing the Incorporation Guidelines may overwhelm some email servers. If you
encounter problems downloading the guidelines it is recommended that you contact
LAFCO in their county for a copy of the Incorporation Guidelines or go to your
neighborhood library where computers are generally available for public use.
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. INTRODUCTION

This section provides the background to the development of the Incorporation Guidelines,
an explanation of their purposes and information about the overall structure and how to
use this document.

A. BACKGROUND OF INCORPORATION GUIDELINES

On September 26, 2000, Governor Gray Davis signed into law AB 2838 (Chapter 761,
Statutes of 2000), authored by Assembly Speaker Robert M. Hertzberg. This legislation,
titled the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act of 2000 and
codified as California Government Code Sections 56000 et seq., marked the most
significant reform to local government reorganization law since the 1963 statute that
created Local Agency Formation Commissions (LAFCOs) in each county.

The legislation resulted from the recommendations of the Commission on Local
Governance for the 21st Century, created by 1997 legislation. The Commission's
recommendations were included in its final report, Growth Within Bounds, issued on
January 20, 2000.

Pursuant to the new requirements in Government Code Section 56815.2, the Governor’s
Office of Planning and Research (OPR) was required to convene a task force composed of
representatives of cities, counties, special districts, and local agency formation
commissions for the purpose of creating statewide guidelines for the incorporation
process.

Existing law further specifies that the guidelines serve as minimum statewide guidelines
for the incorporation process. OPR recommends that LAFCO adopt supplemental
policies and procedures that reflect local conditions to further assist the public and
affected agencies in understanding the incorporation process.

The guidelines are required by law to include:

¢ Information to assist incorporation proponents to understand the incorporation
process, its timelines, and likely costs.

e Direction to affected agencies regarding the type of information that should be
included in the comprehensive fiscal analysis of incorporation, as well as
suggestions for alternative ways to achieve fiscally neutral incorporations.

These guidelines were the result of an extensive public participation process. Three
workshops were held in San Diego, Sacramento and Bakersfield in the fall of 2001 to
gather public input into the content of the Incorporation Guidelines. A draft copy of the
Incorporation Guidelines was posted on the OPR website for a 30-day public review
period. During the public review period, three additional workshops were held in Ukiah,
Tracy and Van Nuys to receive comments from interested parties regarding the draft
document. In addition, an Incorporation Task Force was formed, comprised of members
of LAFCOs, the State Controller, cities, counties, special districts and other interested
parties, to identify key issues and provide input into technical content of the
Incorporation Guidelines. The Task Force met three times and submitted numerous
recommendations that have been incorporated into this document.
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The Incorporation Guidelines reflect the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Act and related laws as
were in effect on that date. Since state law may be amended periodically, it is critical
that users of these Guidelines consult with the State of California, OPR, LAFCO staff
and/or legal counsel to ensure that they are aware of the latest amendments to the
relevant Government Code sections. In addition, each LAFCO may have policies,
procedures and regulations that should be consulted before starting any incorporation
effort.

B. PURPOSES OF THE INCORPORATION GUIDELINES

The Incorporation Guidelines are permissive and intended to be used as a framework for
the consistent processing of incorporation proposals by LAFCO, by other affected local
governments and by proponents. They are intended to serve as the minimum statewide
guidelines for the incorporation process. The Guidelines are advisory to LAFCOs in the
review of incorporation proposals (§856815.2) and are consistent with the existing
Government Code.

C. How 10 USE THE INCORPORATION GUIDELINES

The Incorporation Guidelines are available in hard copy (paper), CD-ROM and PDF format.
The PDF and CD-ROM versions
contain electronic links to the

ACRONYMS USED IN THE GUIDELINES

LAFCO—Local Agency Formation Commission appropriate California Government
CFA—Comprehensive Fiscal Analysis Code sections. Clicking on the links
SOI—Sphere of Influence will. move the user to the

appropriate section of the
Government Code. The Guidelines
Acronyms are both defined in the text of the document | 5re organized in the following
and in a Glossary in Appendix C. These definitions are manner

provided to assist the reader in understanding the text. :
For a complete definition of terms, the reader should . . .
always refer to the definition section (§56010) of the | Section | contains the Introduction
Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Act, the law governing LAFCOs, | including information about the

for complete definitions. background, purposes and use of the
Incorporation Guidelines.

CEQA—California Environmental Quality Act

Sections Il through IX contain a step-by-step guide for processing an incorporation
proposal. It is advised that users of these Guidelines read the entire document first to
gain an understanding of all the steps in incorporation. Government Code sections are
included in parentheses so that readers can refer directly to the appropriate section of
the law. Templates, exhibits and sample forms are provided where appropriate.

Section X contains a brief discussion of the responsibilities of a new city immediately
following incorporation. While LAFCO’s involvement in incorporation generally ends soon
after a successful election, this section has been included to assist newly incorporated
cities in making a transition to full municipal status. However, new cities should rely on
their legal counsel and staff for more complete and updated information.
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Appendices A through G contain a timeline for the incorporation process, the
Incorporation Primer, a Glossary, sample forms and notices, an initial fiscal feasibility
review spreadsheet which can be used by proponents to conduct a preliminary fiscal
review of the proposed incorporation, and an example of an agenda from a new city’s
first city council meeting. If the initial fiscal feasibility review indicates potential
problems, incorporation proponents can use that information as a basis for future
decisions. The initial fiscal feasibility review spreadsheet can be used for a one-year
budget but is not a substitute for a LAFCO application or a comprehensive fiscal analysis
(CFA). CFAs include more detailed and specific revenues/expenditures for multiple years
which are not included in the initial feasibility review spreadsheet. Use of the initial
feasibility review spreadsheet as a CFA may result in inadequate financial information
which can lead to longer processing times at LAFCO and ultimately more expense for
incorporation proponents.

Il. GETTING READY: PRE-INITIATION

The work of research and planning before initiating an incorporation is critical to the
process. The following sections include a discussion of pre-initiation steps for LAFCO and
incorporation proponents. OPR recommends that LAFCOs and proponents refer to
Appendix A to review the steps in the overall process and Appendix C to review key terms
used in these Guidelines before getting started.

A. BEFORE INCORPORATION STARTS: LAFCO’S ROLE

In order to ensure a fair and equitable deliberation by
WRITTEN POLICIES LAFCO on incorporation proposals it is important that
LAFCO is required to review, LAFCO adopt' pohges and procedures prior to the sgb.mlttal
approve/disapprove proposals | Of any specific incorporation proposal. At a minimum,
for changes of organization and | LAFCO should take a comprehensive view of its existing
reorganization consistent with | ryles related to incorporations, determine whether
written policies, —procedures | . jifications are warranted and make the information
and guidelines adopted by the . , ..
Commission (§56375 available to LAFCO’s Commission, local governments,
T special districts and the public. The following is a list of
preparatory activities a LAFCO should consider:

e Review and update LAFCO general policies and procedures which relate to or
affect incorporation.

e Review and update any specific incorporation policies, procedures, and guidelines.
e Establish a standard application form.

e Establish a schedule of fees.

e Establish standards for appropriate incorporation boundaries and alternatives.

e Establish a policy regarding the adoption of the Sphere(s) of Influence.

o Establish a process for triggering LAFCO facilitation in the revenue neutrality
agreement process.
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e Review LAFCO’s and the State’s rules and procedures related to financial
contributions to incorporation efforts.

e Identify the County Auditor’s ratio.

The public, in particular, should have access to comprehensive information on the
incorporation process, application forms, requirements, processing times, fee schedules,
standards of review for incorporations and other relevant information.

LAFCO plays several roles in the incorporation process including educating the public on
the incorporation process, facilitating communication between affected local government
parties and community groups and reviewing/approving the proposal. When developing
incorporation policies and procedures LAFCO should address each of these roles.

OPR recommends that LAFCOs consider developing a formal pre-application process
which includes having community members meet early in the process with LAFCO staff to
become better educated on the process and form a cooperative working relationship with
LAFCO.

At a minimum the pre-application process should include the following procedures:

e An internal tracking system to maintain updated information on changes in
incorporation law, contacts with potential incorporation groups/individuals and a
mailing list of potential incorporation proponents.

e Development of an information packet on the incorporation process and
procedures which LAFCO will follow in reviewing the proposal.

e A meeting and consultation among incorporation proponents, LAFCO and affected
local agencies to clarify expectations of the incorporation process.

e A review of the draft application including boundaries, alternative boundaries,
descriptions and other application requirements.

B. BEFORE INCORPORATION STARTS: THE PROPONENTS’ ROLE

1. Alternatives to Incorporation

i Approximately 6,500,000 people, or 18%
LAFCO’S ROLE IN AN INCORPORATION of California’s population, live in
Incorporation proposals are often motivated by | unincorporated communities. While
dissatisfaction with the status quo. these Communities vary -in Size and
One of LAFCO’s roles is to be an intermediary and | character, they have the same range of
facilitator that is required, by law, to identify issues | challenges that cities face—changes in
and to resolve them in an equitable manner. the character of their community,
LAFCO staff must communicate clearly the standard | housing/jobs balance, provision of
of review, the requirements, the estimated cost and services, increased traffic and growth.
the probable timing of an incorporation proposal. Sometimes these communities see
incorporation as the only means to acquire the political visibility and credibility to
address their problems and they may be unaware of other alternatives.
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OPR recommends that proponents investigate alternatives to incorporation prior to
initiating an incorporation. As an example, a special district may be a more cost
effective means for obtaining services than incorporation. “Choices for the
Unincorporated Community: A Guide to Local Government Alternatives in California”
(Institute of Governmental Affairs, University of California at Davis, September 1981)
contains a comprehensive discussion of alternatives to incorporations for unincorporated
areas.

Below is an excerpt from “Choices for the Unincorporated Community”. Residents
considering incorporation, should consider the following questions before making a formal
proposal to LAFCO:

e What is the problem, if any, driving the desire for change in the existing
governmental structure? Can the problem be addressed by other means?

e What is the role of the County government in the community? Is the County willing
or able to address the identified problems?

e What is the community’s relationship to other adjacent communities?

e What would the proposed boundaries look like and how would that affect other
agencies and communities?

e What is the past history of local efforts to incorporate?
e How is the community changing?
e What is the community’s capacity for self-governance?

e How are services currently provided and how would they change? Does the area
have the ability to provide municipal level services if incorporated?

e Who is likely to benefit from a change and who is likely to lose?
Once these questions are answered, residents may have a better understanding of why

they want to incorporate and whether incorporation will actually solve the problem(s)
which concern them.

2. Consult with LAFCO

Of all the actions incorporation proponents can take
to help ensure a successful incorporation process,
Proponents are generally required to | early and frequent consultation with LAFCO, and
pay for LAFCO fees and staff costs, | with other affected agencies, such as the County and
consultant costs, preparation of the | special districts, is the most important. Proponents
gZﬁc’ripiE)pnlgczgwéu ;;ag nvfr';ﬂ m:ﬁ;t can often become overwhelmed by.the techpical,
review. It is not unusual for an | legal and procedural requirements of incorporation.

incorporation to cost more than
$100,000.

INCORPORATIONS CAN BE EXPENSIVE

LAFCO staff should be available to assist proponents in understanding the process, in
facilitating communication among all the affected agencies and in helping all parties
avoid the most common pitfalls in an incorporation.
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a. Assist in Identifying Logical Boundaries

Developing a logical incorporation boundary is the first and most fundamental step in an
incorporation effort. It is strongly recommended that proponents develop the boundary
in conjunction with LAFCO staff early in the process—even before deciding to move
forward with any incorporation efforts. Developing logical boundaries and alternatives
early in the process with LAFCO staff can save time and money for proponents. See
Exhibit 1, Example: An Incorporation Boundary and Alternative Boundaries.

LAFCO’s policies and procedures on incorporations should include a list of criteria which
LAFCO will use in evaluating boundaries and should reference items such as the existing
boundaries and spheres of influence of existing cities and special districts, flood plains,
communities of interest and the readiness of the area to incorporate.

b. Facilitate Early Discussions with Affected Agencies

LAFCO staff should be available to convene a meeting of representatives from affected
agencies and other interested parties to ensure early input into the proposed
incorporation proposal and boundaries.
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EXHIBIT 1
EXAMPLE: INCORPORATION BOUNDARY
AND ALTERNATIVE BOUNDARIES
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3. Use of Consultants

LAFCO is legally responsible for the information in the Executive Officer’s report and
must ensure that it is accurate, complete and objective. LAFCO may need assistance in
meeting those requirements and may contract for an outside consultant. If LAFCO
requires additional assistance, it may require that the proponents pay for the costs of
hiring a consultant. Even if the proponents have already prepared an incorporation
application, LAFCO may need to contract for an independent consultant to verify
information and review the conclusions presented in the application.

Consultants are typically used for a variety of tasks. They may have the comprehensive
and current knowledge of local government financing needed to prepare a CFA, of local
government structure, of LAFCO polices and procedures and of incorporation processes.
Consultants are often responsible for helping in establishing logical boundaries in
conjunction with LAFCO; preparing and developing the CFA including revenue neutrality
negotiations; preparing the application, reports, petitions and other forms as needed;
monitoring the proposal; and providing technical assistance.

The manner in which consultants are used varies but generally matches one of the two
following models:

e LAFCO hires the consultant. The proponents deposit money with LAFCO to cover
consultant costs. The consultant works for and is paid by LAFCO with the funds
deposited by the proponents. Proponents do not have control over the
consultant’s work, timing or end product.

¢ Incorporation proponents hire the consultant. The consultant works for and is paid
by the proponents. The proponents have more control over the preparation of the
application and related studies.

Both methods can be successful.
LAFCO early in the process.

Proponents should discuss the use of consultants with

4. Initial Fiscal Feasibility Review

If proponents decide to take a

PREPARING A CFA

The preparation of a CFA is the legal responsibility of
LAFCO. In practical terms, that means that LAFCO will
determine who prepares the CFA and when the CFA shall be
prepared. It is recommended that proponents discuss the
method of preparation of the CFA with LAFCO prior to
beginning any incorporation efforts. Failure to do so may
result in the processing of the application being delayed and
in additional costs to the proponents. Proponents are
typically required to pay for the costs of the CFA.

closer look at incorporation, it
may be helpful to perform a
preliminary assessment of the
fiscal resources available to a
potential new city. The
preliminary assessment, or initial
fiscal feasibility review, s
designed to help community
groups conduct a quick appraisal

of the potential for incorporation.
An initial fiscal feasibility review spreadsheet, provided in Appendix D, can be used by
incorporation proponents to determine if revenues will be available to support municipal
level services. The initial fiscal feasibility spreadsheet is NOT intended to be used as a
substitute for a CFA. It is only intended to be used as a means to educate proponents
regarding the fiscal potential for incorporation.
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lIl. INITIATING THE INCORPORATION

The Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Act requires that areas proposed for incorporation include at
least 500 registered voters (§56043).

The legal process for incorporating a new city can be initiated (§56047), or started, in three
ways. They are:

e Registered Voters: A petition signed by at least 25% of the registered voters residing
in the proposed incorporation area is submitted to LAFCO. The Registrar of Voters
must verify the number of valid signatures on petitions of registered voters.

e Land Owners: A petition signed by at least 25% of the landowners owning at least 25%
of the assessed value of land within the proposed incorporation area. The County
Assessor’s Office must verify the petitions of landowners.

o Legislative Body: The legislative body of an affected agency (856014) can adopt a
resolution of application. An affected agency is any city, special district or county
which contains territory, including a sphere of influence, within the proposed
incorporation boundaries. If the territory identified in the resolution is within the
boundaries of a city the "incorporation” process would follow under the procedures
for a special reorganization rather than the change of organization process.

Each method of initiation is described in detail in the following sections. Proponents are
encouraged to check with LAFCO regarding local policies, procedures and guidelines.
Sample forms are provided in Appendix E.

A. INITIATION BY PETITION OF REGISTERED VOTERS

Most incorporations are initiated through a registered voter petition. The process of
explaining the goals of an incorporation effort to potential signers of petitions is an
important step in the education of a community about the issues involved in and the purpose
of incorporation. The process of gathering signatures on petitions is also a means of
determining the level of support for incorporation and of gathering feedback from residents.
If the incorporation is to ultimately succeed at the polls, it must have a high degree of
community consensus and the petition effort is part of the process to develop that
consensus.

A registered voter petition for incorporation requires the signatures of not less than 25% of
the total number of registered voters residing in the area to be incorporated (§856764(a)). A
sample petition is included in Appendix E.

Petitions must be prepared and processed in accordance with the legal requirements of the
Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Act. The legal requirements for the process, form and content of
incorporation petitions are specific and complex. LAFCO’s Executive Officer and LAFCO
legal counsel should review all registered voter petition forms when the proponents file a
“Notice of Intent” (§856700.4) to circulate petitions with LAFCO. This preliminary review can
lessen the possibility that petitions will be rejected for errors after the proponents have
gathered signatures.
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Existing law states that the signatures on an incorporation petition shall be verified by
the elections official of the county and that the costs of verification of the signatures
shall be provided for in the same manner and by the same agencies which bear the costs
of verifying signatures for an initiative petition in the same county (§856383(e)).
Proponents are strongly encouraged to check with LAFCO staff, the county and the
Registrar of Voters in their own county to determine the costs of verification.

LAFCOs may adopt regulations governing contributors, expenditures and other activities
relating to the petition process (§856700.1). Proponents should check with LAFCO about
these regulations prior to circulating petitions.

B. INITIATION BY PETITION OF LANDOWNERS

Incorporations may also be initiated by petition of landowners (§856048). This type of
initiation requires the signatures of not less than 25% of the total number of landowners
who own property valued at a minimum of 25% of the total assessed value of land in the
proposed incorporating area (856764(b)). Landowner petitions are usually verified by the
County’s Assessor’s Office which uses the most recent assessment rolls (§856708).
However, in some California counties, the Registrar of Voters may verify landowner
petitions as well as registered voter petitions. While infrequently used, this type of
initiation may be more useful when less densely populated communities want to form a
new city.

Except for the type of signatures collected and the agency which verifies the petitions,
the requirements for the form, the content and the processing of an incorporation
initiated by landowners is the same as for registered voters. The incorporation must still
ultimately be voted on in an election and must ensure that it has the support of
registered voters. The proponents among the landowners assume the leadership role in
the incorporation process and are responsible for completion of all application
requirements including the payment of fees.

C. INITIATION BY RESOLUTION OF AN AFFECTED AGENCY

Any affected agency in the area proposed for incorporation may become the applicant by
adopting a Resolution of Application (§56654). The resolution may also be preceded by a
“Notice of Intent” and must include all of the same components as incorporation initiated
by petition except for the signature requirements (§56654(c)). The agency board assumes
the leadership role in the incorporation process and is responsible for completion of all
application requirements including the payment of fees.

D. PROCESSING OF PETITIONS

The following sections explain the processing of petitions initiating incorporation. Exhibit
2 provides a Typical Timeline for Processing Petitions.
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EXHIBIT 2
TYPICAL TIMELINE FOR
PROCESSING INCORPORATION PETITIONS

Notice of Intent to Circulate Petition

(556700.4)
N2

Date of First Signature on Petition

(856705(a))
\Z

180 days

\Z

Date of Last Signature on Petition
(856705(a), §56706(2))

30 days
(law prohibits more than 60 days)

v

LAFCO Submits Petition for Verification
(856706)

\Z \Z

Petition Sufficient: Petition Insufficient
LAFCO Issues Certificate of Sufficiency (856709)

(856706(a))
\Z \Z

INCORPORATION PROPOSAL PROCEEDS Additional Signature Collection
§56706(2

15 days
LAFCO Certifies Results
(856706(c))

\%

Petition Insufficient

%

PROPOSAL TERMINATED
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1. Notice of Intent to Circulate a Petition

Before circulating a petition for incorporation, incorporation proponents must file a
“Notice of Intent” (§56700.4) to circulate a petition or to adopt a Resolution of
Application. Although recommended by OPR, affected local agencies are not required to
circulate a Notice of Intent to LAFCO and other affected and interested agencies prior to
the adoption of the resolution (56654). The Notice of Intent must include the name,
mailing address and signature of the proponents (§56068) and a written statement (not
exceeding 500 words) stating the reasons for the proposed incorporation. The Notice of
Intent must be filed with LAFCO. A sample Notice of Intent form is included in Appendix
E.

Only after filing the Notice of Intent with LAFCO may the petition be circulated. LAFCO’s
Executive Officer is required, upon receiving the Notice of Intent, to notify affected
agencies and jurisdictions (§56658).

2. Form and Content of a Petition or Resolution

The text of a petition or resolution of application is similar for all three types of
initiation. Sample petition forms and notices are
included in Appendix E. The text of a petition or
resolution of application must include the following | A petition is a legal document and

700): must be prepared in accordance with
36700 the requirements of the law. It is

. strongly recommended that the
e A statement that the proposal is made | proponents and LAFCO use the

pursuant to Government Code Section 56000 | “Notice of Intent” filing as an
et seq. opportunity to review the petition to
ensure legal conformance.

REVIEW OF PETITIONS

e A brief statement of the nature of the
proposal and listing of other changes of organization. This could include the
special districts that are proposed for reorganization as a result of the
incorporation, detachment or annexation of territory and or changes in applicable
governmental boundaries.

¢ A map and description of the proposed incorporation boundaries and alternatives.

e Proposed terms and conditions. Although LAFCO has the ability to add, delete or
modify proposed terms and conditions, the incorporation proponents should
include some terms and conditions to ensure that petitions signers understand the
consequences of incorporation.

e A statement of the
reason(s) for the
proposed incorporation. In collecting signatures on a petition incorporation proponents

should plan on collecting at least 10% to 15% more signatures

A clear Stat?ment of t,he than the minimum requirement to compensate for signatures

reasons for incorporation | found to be invalid. Each circulator of a petition should review

is critical for the | the map of the incorporation area with each signer of the

education of petition | petition to confirm his/her residence. This helps reduce the
signers number of invalid signatures.

COLLECT MORE THAN YOU NEED

e A statement as to whether the petition is signed by registered voters or
landowners.

e The names of three proponents who will be the main contacts for the proposal.
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e A request that further proceedings be taken by LAFCO pursuant to the Cortese-
Knox-Hertzberg Act.

e A statement of whether the proposed incorporation is consistent with the spheres
of influence previously adopted by LAFCO.

The petition can also propose a name for the new city or town (§56722), and provisions
for appointment of a city manager and other city officials (§856723).

The form of the petition must provide for each signer's printed name, street address (post
office boxes are not sufficient), signature and the date of signature (§56704). Each signer
of the petition must be either a registered voter or landowner, depending on which type
of petition is being circulated, within the boundaries of the proposed incorporation. For
landowner petitions, each signature must be accompanied by a description of property
owned within the incorporation area, such as an assessor's parcel number.

3. Timing of Petitions

All signatures must be gathered within a six-month (6) period from the date of the first
signature (§56705). Incorporation petitions must be submitted to LAFCO for filing within
60 days of the date of the last signature on the petition. The total number of valid
signatures necessary to meet the 25% requirement for a petition of registered voters will
be established as of the date of the last voter registration report prior to the date of the
first signature on the petition (856071, §856706) and Election Code 9113-9115). It is
important that incorporation proponents plan the timing of their petition drive carefully
to meet these statutory requirements. Within 30 days after the date a petition is
received by LAFCO, the Executive Officer shall cause the petition to be examined and
shall issue a "Certificate of Sufficiency” or "Notice of Insufficiency” (§56706(a)) after the
results of the examination are received. The County’s Registrar of Voters examines
registered voter petitions to determine the number of valid signatures (§856707).
Landowner petitions are examined based on a comparison of signatures and the "most
recent assessment roll”_(856708).

If the petition is determined to be insufficient based upon the number of signers, LAFCO’s
Executive Officer will notify the proponents by certified mail. The proponents have 15
days after the date of this notice to submit a supplemental petition to LAFCO’s Executive
Officer (§856706(b)(1)). It is important to note that this 15-day period is the only chance
to collect the additional number of required signatures if the original number of
signatures is insufficient.

Within 10 days of the date the supplemental petition is filed, LAFCO’s Executive Officer
will have the petition examined and certify in writing the result of his/her examination.
If the petition is found to be insufficient, it will be filed as a public record "without
prejudice” to any future incorporation effort in the same area (§56709). Without
prejudice means that proponents can begin the process of initiating another incorporation
without waiting a specified period of time.
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IV. PREPARING AN INCORPORATION APPLICATION

Incorporation applications must include a variety of information and studies. LAFCO
should develop and publish a standard list of information which is to be included in the
application. The minimum information (856652) which must be submitted to LAFCO
includes:

e A petition or resolution of application initiating the proposal;
e A description of the incorporation proposal;
e A map and legal description of the proposed incorporation area.

e The names of the officers or persons, not to exceed three in number, who are to
be furnished with copies of the Executive Officer’s report and who are to be
furnished with mailed notices and copies of the Executive Officer’s report.

LAFCO is also authorized to require other data and information necessary for the analysis
of the application.

While some incorporation applications may also include a CFA, it is strongly recommended
by these guidelines that the preparation of CFAs be started after submittal of an
incorporation application to LAFCO.

The Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Act’s timelines for submittal of petitions, noticing and other
requirements related to an incorporation application are mandatory. However, the
timelines for review and processing are generally advisory. Proponents should consult
with LAFCO to determine a schedule for processing an incorporation application which
will be consistent with the requirements of the individual LAFCO and the law (§56106).

Subsections (d) and (e) of Section 56652 provide LAFCO’s Commission and its Executive
Officer with the authority to require additional information as needed to process the
incorporation proposal. State law also empowers each LAFCO to adopt additional written
procedures for the evaluation of proposals (856375(g)). Incorporation proponents are
strongly encouraged to check with LAFCO staff in their county to obtain an application
and to determine if there are specific procedures or policies adopted by that LAFCO
which may affect the incorporation.

A. DESCRIPTION OF INCORPORATION PROPOSAL

Existing law requires each incorporation proposal to include information relative to the
“nature” of the proposal (§856652(b)). OPR recommends that the nature of the proposal
be described in the following manner.
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e The reasons for proposing incorporation. The reasons for incorporation vary and
include, but are not limited to: improving local public services; capturing existing or
accessing new revenues to support local services; giving a community local control over
land use planning; creating a locally accountable governing body; and, pursuing local
policy.

e A clear statement of concerns, issues or problems, if any,
with the existing governmental structure.

Any changes proposed from the way public services are
currently being provided. For example, if the incorporation
proposes the reorganization of special districts as part of the
incorporation, those governmental changes should be
included in the description of the incorporation proposal.

INCORPORATION PROPOSAL

While capturing existing or °
accessing new revenues may
be a motivating factor for
proposing incorporation, the
Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg  Act
states that incorporations
should not occur primarily for
financial reasons (§56815).

e A brief history of the incorporation area including the
results of any previous incorporation efforts.

e Demographic, geographic and economic data which describe the incorporation area.
This information can be readily obtained from the United States Census Bureau or other
public agencies.

B. TIMING OF THE COMPREHENSIVE FISCAL ANALYSIS (CFA)

Following submission of an incorporation application, LAFCO’s Executive Officer will

prepare, or cause to be prepared by
contract, a CFA and will release that
analysis for public review (§56800).

PREPARING A CFA

The preparation of a CFA is the legal responsibility of
LAFCO. In practical terms, that means that LAFCO will
determine who prepares the CFA and when the CFA shall be
prepared. It is recommended that proponents discuss the
method of preparation of the CFA with LAFCO prior to
beginning any incorporation efforts. Failure to do so may
result in the processing of the application being delayed and
in additional costs to the proponents. Proponents are
typically required to pay for the costs of the CFA.

While some incorporation proponents
may prepare their own CFAs and submit
them to LAFCO with their application,
LAFCO has the ultimate responsibility for
ensuring that the information is
accurate, complete and objective. Some
LAFCOs may require that the proponents
pay for the costs of hiring an independent consultant to verify

This

COMMUNICATION AMONG LOCAL
GOVERNMENT ENTITIES

LAFCOs are encouraged to work
closely with counties and
incorporation  proponents to
facilitate the preparation of the
CFA and a revenue neutrality

or supplement the work of the proponent’s consultant.
can increase the processing time for incorporations and add to
the costs. OPR recommends that preparation of the CFA not
begin until after a successful initiation of the incorporation
and after submittal of an application to LAFCO.

LAFCOs are encouraged to adopt written policies and

agreement.

procedures for a pre-initiation review of an incorporation
proposal, preparation of a CFA (§56300(a)), a schedule of
fees and clear and consistent standards of review for a CFA and an incorporation proposal.
LAFCOs are also encouraged to work closely with counties and incorporation proponents to
facilitate the preparation of the CFA and a revenue neutrality agreement. The steps in the
preparation of a CFA are described below under Section V. A, Preparation of the
Comprehensive Fiscal Analysis.
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The CFA becomes a part of the Executive Officer’s Report and is submitted to the Commission
prior to their consideration of the incorporation proposal (§56665).

C. SERVICE PLAN

All incorporation applications must be accompanied by a service plan. A service plan is a
proposal submitted by the incorporation proponents detailing which municipal services, after
incorporation, will be provided by the new city or by other agencies (§56653). A service plan
should include, at a minimum, the following:

e A description of the local public agencies presently serving the area including maps of
service areas;
e The range and level of services currently provided;

e Proposed changes in the governmental structure (e.g., districts proposed to be dissolved
and/or merged with the new city); and

e Increased or decreased range and level of services potentially available in the
community if incorporated and how the difference, if any, will be financed.

WHO PROVIDES WHAT SERVICES AFTER INCORPORATION?

Services Which A New City May Assume Services that the County Must Continue to Provide
e Law enforcement e Special services (welfare, child protective
« Fire protection and paramedics (some cases) services, etc.)
o Water and sewer (some cases) e Health services (medical care, mental health,

ublic health
e Planning (land use, environmental review, p. ) . ). . o
zoning, building inspection, etc.) e Criminal justice (courts, prosecution, jails,

. . . . probation, etc.)
e Public works (streets, engineering, traffic

signals, streetlights, drainage, etc.) * Regional parks (in some cases)
o Local parks and recreation ¢ Elections and voters services
e Libraries (in some cases) e General government (assessor, treasurer,

. recorder, tax collector, etc.)
e Animal control

¢ Planning and environmental services
Special Districts may also be formed and/or expanded to provide a wide variety of serves.

D. MAP AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF BOUNDARIES

All incorporation applications must include a map and legal description of the proposed
incorporation boundaries including a rationale for the boundaries proposed and a description of
possible boundary alternatives. Since LAFCO has the legal responsibility to consider, among
other items, the effect of the proposed incorporation on the provision of services, its social and
economic impact on the county and proposed city, and its conformity with LAFCO’s policies on
orderly development (GC 56668), incorporation proponents are strongly encouraged to work
with LAFCO staff early in the process to develop a logical incorporation boundary..

OPR recommends that an incorporation boundary recognize other local agencies’ boundaries
and SOls; include a variety of land uses; consider topography and transportation routes;
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recognize communities of interest especially if environmental justice communities may be
affected; and not create islands of unincorporated territory.

Government Code Section §56668(f) states that one factor to be considered when reviewing a
proposal is the *“..definiteness and certainty of the boundaries of the territory, the
nonconformance of the boundaries with lines of assessment or ownership, the creation of
islands or corridors of unincorporated territory and other similar matters affecting the
proposed boundaries”. To ensure consistency with this requirement, incorporation applications
should include a metes and bounds legal description. However, individual LAFCOs may require
the preparation of a metes and bounds description at different stages during the process.
Incorporation proponents are responsible for the cost of preparation of both the map and the
metes and bounds legal description. Please refer to Section Il, B-2 for a more complete list of
factors which determine a logical incorporation boundary and alternatives.

Existing law requires LAFCO to consider alternative boundaries (§856668). OPR recommends
that incorporation proponents begin consultation with LAFCO as early as possible to reduce the
likelihood of having to pay for the development and analysis of additional boundary
alternatives after the application is filed.

E. SPHERE OF INFLUENCE (SOI) AND MUNICIPAL SERVICE REVIEW

ee

A Sphere of Influence (SOIl) is defined as the *..probable physical boundaries and service
area...” (856076) of an agency. An SOI includes territory not within the corporate limits of the
T T T T G agency but which is expected to be a'n.nexed at some time in
INFLUENCE the future. There may be communities or territory closely
. b - connected with a proposed incorporation area which are not
p may either approve a ready to be included in the new city but need to be
or a new city at the time of ] )
LAFCO’s Commission hearing or | acknowledged for future planning. The impacts of
delay consideration of the SOI for | incorporation on the proposed SOI should be considered as
up to one year after voter | part of the incorporation application and may, although not
approval (§56426.5). required to, be included in the CFA.

It is recommended that incorporation proponents develop a proposed SOl together with the
proposed incorporation boundary and alternatives. LAFCO may either approve a SOI for a new
city at the time of LAFCO’s Commission hearing or postpone consideration of the SOI for up to
one year (856426.5) after voter approval. One advantage of deferring the SOI decision for the
full year is that the new city council has time to consider the SOI in connection with the new
city’s general plan process.

Beginning in January of 2001, LAFCOs are required to undertake a municipal service review
prior to the adoption or update of an SOl (§856430). Incorporation proponents need to consult
with LAFCO to determine how and when a service review will be prepared for an incorporation
proposal or a newly incorporated city. OPR recommends that LAFCO develop a policy that
clearly states when a service review for an incorporation proposal or a newly incorporated city
will be conducted. The policy should also clearly state when a service review will be prepared
for other agencies whose boundaries or SOIs may change as a result of incorporation.
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F. PAYING FOR THE INCORPORATION APPLICATION.

Fees for incorporation proposals vary and are set by each LAFCO. All LAFCOs should adopt
general fee schedules to allow potential applicants the ability to estimate the potential
incorporation costs.

Incorporation proposals can be charged on an actual cost-recovery basis, on a deposit system,
as a set fee or by other methods. Proponents are required to fund the incorporation effort,
including the costs of LAFCO to develop information and process the application. The cost of
incorporations has ranged from $50,000 to $150,000
based on the experience of several incorporation efforts
over the past 5 years.

LOAN FROM THE STATE

For an incorporation that has been
initiated by a successful petition, LAFCO
(856383(g)) may forward a request for a

loan from the Controller of the State of
California. The State, not LAFCO, can
approve the loan which then becomes an
obligation of the new city. Repayment of
the loan must be made within 2 years of
the effective date of the incorporation.

Since incorporation is almost always a volunteer effort,
raising the necessary funds can be a challenge. For
incorporation proceedings that have been initiated by a
successful petition, LAFCO may, upon receipt of
substantial proof submitted by the proponents that they
are unable to raise sufficient funds, take no action on

the proposal and forward a written request for a loan to
the Controller of the State of California (§56383(g)). This is a new provision of the Cortese-
Knox-Hertzberg Act. The proponent’s written request should state the amount requested and
should be sufficient to cover incorporation expenses. The written request may also include,
but is not limited to, the following:

e Bank statements of incorporation accounts
e Audit of funds of incorporation accounts
e Affidavits signed by the proponents

¢ Information as necessary to verify that the incorporation proponents are unable to raise
sufficient funds

LAFCO shall forward the loan request, along with the certification of insufficient funds as
supplied by the proponents, to the State Controller by registered mail. State funds are NOT
automatically granted to an incorporation effort and are subject to availability and other
budgetary limitations of the State. It should be noted that LAFCO has no discretion or
authority over the State funds or incorporation loans; LAFCO’s role is to simply forward the
request and certification to the State Controller for consideration.

If the loan is approved, repayment of the loan shall be made a term and condition of LAFCO
approval and may be included as part of the ballot measure when incorporation goes to the
voters. If the incorporation is successful, the loan shall become a legal obligation of the newly
formed city and shall be shown as an expense in the budget projections of the CFA for the
proposed city. Repayment of the loan must be made within two years of the effective date of
incorporation. If the incorporation proposal is denied by the Commission or defeated at an
election, the loan shall be forgiven.
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V. REVIEWING THE APPLICATION: LAFCO STAFF ANALYSIS

After the incorporation application and fees have been submitted, LAFCO staff will mail a
notice of receipt of the application to all interested and affected agencies and the proponents

(856658).

LAFCO staff then has 30 days to review the application for completeness. If the application is
considered complete, LAFCO’s Executive Officer will issue a Certificate of Filing (§56651) which
indicates that the application is ready for a public hearing. LAFCO must then set a public
hearing for the incorporation within 90 days. However, if the application is not complete,
LAFCO’s Executive Officer must notify the applicants within 30 days of submittal if the
application is incomplete and must specify those parts of the application which need additional
information (§856658(g)) to be deemed complete.

Once the application is complete, LAFCO staff must analyze the merits of the proposal,
evaluate it for consistency with existing laws and adopted LAFCO policies and procedures,
conduct the environmental review, prepare or cause to be prepared the CFA, complete the
revenue neutrality process and prepare the Executive Officer’s report. As necessary and as
provided in the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Act (§56652), LAFCO’s Executive Officer can also
request additional information to process the incorporation application. The staff review may
take up to a year depending on the completeness of application, the complexity of the
proposal and the experience and staffing level of LAFCO.

A. ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE CONSIDERATIONS IN INCORPORATIONS

In analyzing the merits of the proposal, LAFCO staff should consider their responsibilities under
federal and state civil rights and environmental justice laws. This chapter describes the
framework for developing an effective review process which reflects the laws and policies
related to civil rights and environmental justice.